It is well recognised that there is no diuretic of such great value in heart failure as digitalis properly employed. Nevertheless cases are met with from time to time in which the heart proves incapable of responding to the drug, and in these patients it is usual to try a number of other drugs in the hope of relieving the overburdened ventricles. There is no diuretic which can be relied upon to produce a copious flow of urine in every case of heart failure, and indeed this is not to be expected, for a time must come when the heart is so far exhausted that it is incapable of responding. Amongst the diuretics which may apparently be employed with safety is theocalcin (theobromine calcium salicylate). In this study of its effects it was administered to sixteen patients suffering from congestive heart failure and a satisfactory diuresis followed its use in eleven of these. In eight, the diuresis was sufficient to free the patient of signs of heart failure and in two it was partially effective. In one it was impossible to estimate the part it played. It is presumed that the drug exerts its effect directly on the kidney. Theocalcin in therapeutic doses appears to be virtually non-toxic and can be given as long as the diuresis lasts and as long as it maintains the output of urine near the fluid intake.
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